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 HHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Romsey Conservative Working Men’s Club

Monday 8th April 2013 @ 7.30pm

Present: The President, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Steve Downham, Ady Green, Tex Lane, Campbell Williams, Koo Janzen, Nicki Smith, John Gawley MBE, Chris Bond and Richard Macer.

1. APOLOGIES

Kevin Snewing, Campbell Reeman and Sue Keys.

2 PERSONALIA

Also in Attendance was Lucy Moore, the EHB Relationship Manager for Hampshire.

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING 11th February 2013
Signed off without further comment.  There was one minor typographical error noted later in the meeting; the date of the next meeting was set as April 14th, not April 8th.
4.  MATTERS ARISING

a      
AGM Hosting (4a from Minutes of 11/02)

The Officers had decided to select Fareham as venue for the 2013 AGM.  It was also agreed to hold the AGM in the North of the county in 2014.

ACTION – Secretary to notify all Clubs who had offered of the Council’s decision.

b
Secretary’s impersonal email (4b)

Email address set up as ‘secretary@hampshirehockeyassociation.co.uk’.  The Secretary asked for assistance from TL in setting up the ‘sent by’ address that correspondents would see.
ACTION – Secretary/TL to set up ‘sent by’ address

c
Administrator’s Contract (4e)

Covered under 4n.

d
U18s Receiving Yellow and Red Cards (4g)

EH representative will check with the ‘Welfare and Equity’ representative on the official EH position and verify this with the ‘Competitions’ representative.


e
SC Ladies league umpires from Middlesex (4j)

More or less resolved, no impact foreseen on Hampshire or HWHL clubs.


f
North of country indoor league venues (5a)

TL reported insufficient interest in the North of the county to run an event there.  No further action

g
Urination in view of pitch (5)

Note distributed to Clubs by the Secretary.


h
Funding proposal for Hampshire Administrator (6b)

Covered under 4n.


i
Change of Men’s Open League result reporting requirements (6e)

ACTION – Secretary to ensure this is covered in the HHA AGM.


j
Funding of headsets for HHUA (6g)

Process on-going, HHUA have not yet requested payment from HHA.


k
Reminder to Winchester and Hamble to pay cup fees (6i)

Winchester have now paid.  Hamble to be reminded

ACTION – Treasurer to contact Hamble.


l
Headed note paper update (6j)

Completed.


m
Role Descriptions (7)

On-going with the Secretary.

n
Change of Hampshire Administrator (9)

General

The February meeting had left it with Lia Waine and TL to discuss the proposal the Council had made with regards how the role of the Hampshire Administrator could be continued.  They had agreed to the proposal.  TL has taken on the HA role, and two months of the three month trial period have elapsed.  TL stated all was well but for a small technical glitch with receipt of re-directed emails.  This had now been resolved but meant he had just under 300 emails arrive from a 10 day period when the re-direction was not taking place.

TL stated he was still a little unsure of what the role involved, but had not received any feedback that he wasn’t doing what was necessary.

Funding

The Treasurer outlined the two options that the Finance Sub-committee had discussed for the split of funding contributions from the different.  It was agreed that due to the limited participation of schools that they would not asked to pay affiliation fees.  After further discussion it was agreed that HWHL teams would be asked to pay an increased fee, but that other Club affiliation fee increases would be discounted due to the receipt of the HCC grant and Snows’ sponsorship.  Proposed by the Vice Chair, and seconded by AG – carried nem con.

o
Trophies (4f)

RM noted that he had found shields that previously had been presented to junior league winners.  He did not believe they had come from Havant.  It wasn’t clear whether these were the trophies returned to Havant, however, KJ confirmed that Junior league winners were not routinely being presented with trophies.


p
Note from CW relating to ineligible players playing in South League matches (4d)

The Vice Chair took control of the meeting briefly and stated that investigations had been concluded by South and that although Havant had not broken the letter of the ‘starring’ rule, they had not acted in the spirit of it.  The ‘starring’ rule was potentially at fault due to the way it could be interpreted, and if the rule was to be changed this would have to be put through the South League.  CW noted that currently, South Clubs could not vote on rule changes.  He also alleged that the ‘starring’ rule was not the only one being contravened on days when a Club’s higher teams were not playing.
The Vice Chair noted that any further matters should be addressed to the South representatives away from the rest of the Council.

5. CORRESPONDENCE

Disabled Hockey
The Chairman noted that Haslemere were promoting disabled hockey on 21st April.  It was agreed this should be publicised on the HHA website.
6. REPORTS

See those filed.   Additional matters:

a. Discipline

CB noted that his report was out of date as a 14th red card had been issued in an U17 county game by an U14 umpire.  The matter is being addressed by the South DO as it occurred under their jurisdiction.  A 16 day suspension was anticipated.
CB then referred to item 13 on the report.  At present it wasn’t known what the Club were proposing as the action to be taken.  It was believed the person involved was the same as an incident from 2008, but this had also to be confirmed.  The CDO recommended at least a two year suspension.
CB also read out an email received from an umpire who had issued a red card that expressed his gratitude for the support given to him on issuing said card.

The Chairman reported he had attended a Portsmouth Sharks’ fixture unannounced to assess their level of behaviour.  He suspected his presence had been noted, and although their play was robust and potentially overwhelming for teams containing a lot of U14 and U15 players, the team’s behaviour was adequate.
b. Treasurer

The Treasurer noted that the HCC grant had not yet been paid.

KJ has invoiced for an EH coach education grant and this will be paid into the Association’s SS bank account.  This is to be used to improve coaches used within the Single System.
c. Junior and Single System

Following the development of the Brockenhurst site, KJ asked whether there was any interest from other colleges in running an U19 League.  He also asked what costs there would be in running the League via the HHA website.
It was also noted that another form of hockey, Hockey 5s, for play in limited spaces was being promoted by EH.

In response to a further question from KJ, RM confirmed that the Junior county championship matches are played in March and April at the request of the majority of South counties, primarily due to clashes with cricket.

d. County Administrator  

TL noted that he had arranged six school competitions in six weeks since taking on the Administrator role.  The U16 boys tournament involved teams playing their first hockey of the year showing how the weather had impacted things.
TL noted that 18 schools had taken part at some level or another and the aim was to increase this to 20 next year.

Following a question from TL the committee recommended that U10s In2Hockey competitions should be played with goalkeepers as they are feeders into South competition.

TL had some proposals for HWHL rule changes that he planned to put to their committee for approval at the League’s AGM.

There were some HWHL league games that may not be played.  Although unfortunate, these were unavoidable due to the teams involved.  These matches would not impact relegation or promotion.

e. Leagues - Outdoor

1. Ladies:  

Following a question from the Secretary, NS confirmed that the number of teams re-applying for League membership in 2013-14 would determine relegations from each division.

2. Men’s: 

No report received.
3. SC Men’s: 

Nothing to add to the report received.

4. SC Ladies:

No observations reported.
f. Leagues - Indoor

The Indoor League has been completed.  Finals day also included an umpire development session.
Next season there will be two divisions in the Men’s League and one in the Ladies.  Teams from outside the county will be joining.
g. Umpires
The item being discussed by the HHUA regarding Lux levels and insurance is still on-going.
It was agreed at an HHUA meeting that possible umpire assessments by clubs was subject to further consideration by HHUA and would not be relevant for next season.
h. EH & South

1. EH :  

The Chairman reported that the EH AGM had agreed an increase in affiliation fees of 1.25%.  He also noted that 25% of the EH directors were now independent.  The new President is Sue Boddicombe, with Chris Todd elected as Vice President.  The Chairman asked the Secretary whether a voting form had been received.
ACTION – Secretary to check whether EH AGM voting form had been received.
2. South :  

Nothing to report.

3. 
     Report from EHB Representative :
As she was in attendance LM reported the following item :-

Single system questionnaires have been distributed as part of its review.
The ‘Give it a go’ initiative runs from 27th July to 9th September (Monday following ‘Club weekend’).

Back to Hockey is being promoted heavily, primarily to ladies returning to hockey.  So far five Hampshire clubs are participating spread around the county.
Richard Beer has moved into the Development Director’s role at EH.

Level 1 coaching courses are being held at Fareham in May, and Bournemouth over the August Bank Holiday weekend.  A Level 2 course is being held at Cranleigh in July.  The EH website is having difficulty showing these at present.

There is funding available for engaging youths and adults in hockey as part of the 14+ program.

An EHB award for League Volunteer of the Season is awaiting nominations.

Sport Hampshire and Isle of Wight have an initiative, Project 500, looking to increase the number of female coaches any volunteer opportunities should be identified to Greg Stewart.
i. Cups/Tournaments/Hampshire Day

The President (and acting Cup Secretary), distributed his report at the meeting.  In addition to that he asked all who were involved in Clubs still to play or report fixtures, that they should do so as soon as possible.

AG asked whether the ‘main’ finals could be played in the middle of the day as they were often less well attended when they took place at the end of it.
RW noted there had been very little food left over last year, and in fact some people had not had any.  He requested an increase in budget to ensure there was sufficient.  He also noted ‘official’ photographers would be present.  The Secretary observed that Clubs should be made aware of this in case any had objections to this.

j. Website. 

Nothing to report.
7. SINGLE SYSTEM SUB-COMMITTEE IMPLEMENTATION
KJ confirmed that the proposed members were as per his S&Y report.
A question was raised on finances.  It was agreed that bank account should be operated via internet banking even though this effectively involved a single signatory on the account.  KJ stated that three people currently had access to the account.  It was also agreed that the HHA Treasurer or another outside the SS committee should be given access to the account in a ‘readonly’ mode.

8. COMMITTEE DINNER
It was agreed that this should continue and that the Chairman should propose a date, possibly on a Monday.

9. FUTURE COMMITTEE
All present confirmed they were willing to continue in Role for the 2013-14 season.  The Treasurer stated he was happy to stand down if a replacement was forthcoming.  It was suggested that the Knockout Secretary post could be absorbed within the Hampshire Administrator’s function.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman stated he proposed to donate the memorabilia he had to the hockey museum in Woking.
The Chairman reported that the Robin Glanfield, the immediate past President of the Association, and his wife were both seriously ill in hospital.  Post meeting note:  It was with great sadness that the Chairman reported Robin’s passing shortly after the meeting.

The Vice Chair stated that she believed the Carisbrooke pitch on the IOW had been condemned.  LM confirmed that if this were the case the IOW council would need to redress the lack of pitches on the island.  The Vice Chair also stated that Everest School (the Basingstoke second pitch) was about to be relaid with a 3G surface.  She was hoping it would 40mm to permit hockey.  LM confirmed the funding from this had come from money being received as part of a housing development in the area.

JG continued the pitch theme; Warblington school in Havant, rather than having two new hockey pitches, would have just a single multisport pitch instead, leaving Havant at a medium term risk of having inadequate pitch resources.

CW announced that Trojans and Winchester were in the U18s national finals.  He was also pleased to confirm the £175,000 received from Sport England to enable them to relay their pitches.  The architect of this was Ian Bassett, and he would make the proposal he put together for this available to anyone who requested it.
TL observed that Clubs and Schools who won Hampshire competitions were then entering the South equivalent and were then being asked to pay the entry fee for that.  It was confirmed that entry fees for the County competitions were designed to cover these fees, and that the Association would pay them for the winners.

RM noted that Winchester were finalists in the EH Vase competition.

The Secretary asked that if there were to be any surplus that could be re-distributed to Clubs, for there to be an outline of what type of request would be considered.  It was agreed to defer this until any surplus had been identified.

The Treasurer noted that Lia Waine, former Hampshire Administrator, was on the ‘Promising’ list as part of the Road to Rio umpiring roadmap.  This means she is in the last 38 of a total of 16 to be selected.

The meeting concluded at 10.05pm.

Date of next meeting, the AGM, is 17th June.
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