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HHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Via Zoom
Monday 8th February 2021 @ 7.30pm

Present: The President (MH), Chairman (SD), Vice Chairman (FT), Treasurer (RW), Secretary (JT), Mike Ward (EMW), Gaynor Toms (GT), Richard Macer (RM), Alan Dow (AD - CDA), Ian Southgate (IS), Nicki Smith (NS), Matthew Ashley (MA) and Heather Windust (HW).
1. APOLOGIES
Koo Janzen (KJ).
2. PERSONALIA

None.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON DECEMBER 14th
Actions noted as arising from the previous minutes have been completed.  Minutes were approved.  There were no outstanding actions not covered elsewhere.
4. CORRESPONDENCE

None.
5. REPORTS

a
Discipline
Nothing to report.

b
Treasurer
Nothing to add to report.  Southern Counties Hockey Association affiliation fees have been returned to clubs.

c
Player Pathway
Nothing reported

d
Junior Competitions

HW reported that there is a South Central working group meeting tomorrow (9th February) covering juniors.

e
Umpires
Two umpire development and one general umpiring meeting have been held via Zoom.  EMW asked whether HHUA will disappear.  RW believed this will be the case.  HHUA has made a representation to EH on this point and noted that the South Central Umpiring Transition Team’s view on the position going forward has been challenged and he has asked for clarification.  EMW concerns over this proposed plan have been noted.

f
EH and South
GT noted that EH are waiting for an update from the Government before any plans for return to hockey can be discussed but are not expecting any news until February 22nd.

EMW had no updates from the South.

RM observed that the PC side of PP had been suspended.  It was unclear when this may restart, potentially after Easter.  This leads up to Futures Cup in August, which has not been cancelled yet.


g
Website

Nothing to report

h
Leagues 
– outdoor

FT – SWHL are waiting to see the outcome of the announcement on 22nd.  She was not expecting changes that would be sufficient to allow competitive regional hockey and therefore not able to conclude leagues.

EMW – SMHL to extent mirror SWHL’s position.  EH asked for contributions from the Regions before making any statement which he believed was due to be made on 15th.  However with the Government statement not being made until 22nd it was currently not possible to decide and they were not planning on coming to a decision until after that point.  Then it need to decide who will be promoted into EHL from South Prem 1.
HWHL – NS also noted that nothing could be confirmed until after announcement, but she was of a mind to abandon.
SD/RW stated that they believed it was unlikely any leagues will be concluded and would advise clubs to play as they wish once restriction are lifted.

All leagues expect this to be the case once the Government has made its statement.

Following a question as to why no decision could be made now by Hampshire Leagues, after a number of other contributions, it was proposed and agreed that both the HWHL and HOL (Divs 5 and below), would be abandoned forthwith.  It was also agreed that scheduled Junior fixtures should be cancelled.
IS – agreed.  SD proposal – carried.  Any questions on next season, forward to SD.
IS – clubs wants to know how will the leagues be constituted next season.

RM – delaying announcement might result in fewer difficult questions.
ACTION: Secretary to notify clubs.  Friendlies can be put on website if and when they recommence.  RW will remove all fixtures from the website.  Any questions on implications for adult league placement should be directed to the Chairman in his role on the South Central Transition Group.
RM commented that EH have asked if junior competition entrants want to play during the summer.  No decision has been made yet whether these will take place.

6. “STRUCTURE FIT FOR THE FUTURE” DEVELOPMENTS
Adult Leagues - JT – confirmed F&E, A&F and C&F have moved to the South East.  Yateley have moved to the Thames pillar in the North of South Central.

Juniors – HW reiterated the meeting to be held on February 9th.  She has also attended a meeting with the Secretary and had asked about the role of area Treasurer.  It was stated that all fees will be paid to EH who will then distribute and the Treasurer would mostly deal with AC/DC and schools.  Cash for Junior club leagues will also come from central pot.  Unsure what this will cost.  Her main concern was that she was unsure what this meant in terms of paying administrator.  This will be brought up at Governance and Junior meetings.

EMW believed the new arrangement will result in fees rising.

HW observed that state schools can’t afford to pay unsubsidised costs and was concerned they would not be able to participate.

Player Pathway – no meetings recently.  Alison Coles is leading for EH
RM stated that a revised talent paper should have been out at end of January, but has been delayed for a month.  The new talent programme for 21-22 is not clear at present as the new proposal does not come into force in 22-23.

Umpiring – AD reported in his capacity as a member of the South Central Umpiring Transition Team (SCUTT).  It is planned that HHUA and BBO HUAs would effectively be rolled into a single organisation.  Looking to engage umpires within the single South Central organisation, with its own Sub-committee, not as part of a parallel organisation.  Governance structure not yet confirmed.
SCUTT are also determining which leagues will be appointed to.  The Area is being broken into three in terms of appointments with appointments across the area (effectively existing SCHUA appointments), and North (effectively BBO) and South (Hampshire) appointments.  There are currently more umpires in the South than North which gives opportunities to bolster the North’s situation.  Costs and expenses are also being looked into.

He noted that as an umpire you would not be expected to join a local association but join the EH match officials’ club and be assigned matches from there.  This had been announced today.

He mentioned that EH wanted HUAs to move away from Tex websystem to the OMS.  Issues with the latter that need to be revisited but the system seems to have improved since the start of the last season.
He also noted that other umpiring in the Trysports league is via nomination of a neutral to other games, and whether this will continue is not yet known.

He concluded by confirming the SCUTT had produced a newsletter which is being sent out that he will send to the Secretary for distribution.  ACTION - AD
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Secretary noted that the county’s Zoom licence expires on April 29th, it was agreed that it was OK to renew for another year.
RM has had a call from Mike Smith, curator of the Hockey Museum who would like mementoes from old Associations after they dissolve.  RM noted that results going back a long way are on the SWHL and SMHL websites.

He asked when did the HHUA start, EMW confirmed he has details and will advise.  He also has the original minute book from HHA dating back to the 1880s and this will be delivered to Hockey Museum at some point.

The meeting ended at 8.35pm.

Date Of Next Meeting: April 12th
Chairman
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