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HHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Via Zoom
Monday 10th August 2020 @ 7.30pm

Present: The President (MH), Chairman (SD), Secretary (JT), Treasurer (RW), Mike Ward (EMW), Heather Windust (HW), Richard Macer (RM), Alan Dow (AD - CDA), Koo Janzen (KJ), Gaynor Toms (GT), Nicki Smith (NS), Matthew Ashley (MA) and Ian Southgate (IS).
1. APOLOGIES

Vice Chairman (FT).
2. PERSONALIA

The Chairman welcomed Matthew Ashley to his first Council meeting as Deputy CDA.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MAY 4th AND AGM HELD ON MAY 20th
No clubs are to be fined for repeated absence, however, Blandford Ladies are to be warned following their absence from the HHA AGM and their Men’s section’s absence in 2019.  ACTION - Secretary
It had been noted that it had been hard to get adequate response from Tex Solutions but support is now being provided satisfactorily.

Poole HC not contacted AD regarding the disciplinary matter they had raised at the AGM.

NS has been re-appointed as HWHL Secretary and as their representative to HHA.

RM noted that there should be a South Meeting that will discuss funding of Junior hockey later in August.  As an alternative to provision of medals, a subsidy to event pitch fees was a potential option.  The position won’t be known until the South’s accounts have been audited this month.  RM also expected the delayed EH AGM to be held in in September and that might require other South meetings consequently.

Other items outstanding are on hold or cancelled.

It was noted that the conclusion of leagues had been dealt with satisfactorily.

RW noted that the Officiating Management System would not be adopted by HHUA for the 2020-21 season.

The Minutes of the meeting on May 4th were approved without comment.

4. CORRESPONDENCE
GT had emailed noting that Covid Compliant First Aid courses are available via an instructor at St Vincent’s College.  A News Item should be placed on the Website.  ACTION - Secretary
5. REPORTS
No reports were presented.
6. RETURN TO HOCKEY
a.
Recap on current status


GT – noted that EH had agreed a move from Step 2 to Step 4 with Department of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) (local competition/inter club competition) as long as clubs meet the defined criteria.  All participants must sign the EH Participation Agreement prior to engaging in any such activity and each Club must raise a Risk Assessment and appoint a Covid Officer who is responsible for providing ‘Track and Trace’ data to EH within 24 hours of each event taking place.
There were still issues surrounding Step 5 regarding travelling, indoor facilities, pitch availability, and one such facility provider/co-ordinator, SLS had gone into administration which also impacted the situation. 

b.
Implications of status on schedule of league season


GT – noted that she was checking with clubs regarding access to facilities. Sites where staff are furloughed or closed are limiting which clubs can participate.
It was agreed to ask all clubs regarding their pitch availability.  ACTION - Secretary
Fixtures for all leagues have been sent out, and clubs can play them as friendlies on dates arranged if Step 5 has not been reached.

HW noted that Junior leagues are keen to start.

It was noted that at Stage 4 no competitive league is permitted.  To move to Stage 5 EH needs to be confident teams can travel, each team can provide the appropriate number for a match, and facilities are available.  Currently Leagues are scheduled to start on 26th September as per current EH outline, but may not start until January if this date is not achievable.

It was asked whether GT provide consolidated Covid officer etc. information to associations ?

She was not sure and will check but she was expecting to be responsible for this as the relationship manager for the county.

JT suggested that nomination of a Covid Officer should be required on the HHA website and this was agreed.  ACTION – RW to contact Tex Solutions for update.
c.
Potential adoption of additional league rules to cover reduced season length

It was agreed that League Secretaries should review how a shortened season could be accommodated within their current rules.  It was also noted that a set of potential EH rules were due to be made available in event of shortened season.  [Post Meeting Note: These were issued on Friday 14th August].
d.
Cup competitions

The officers had met and proposed that no cup competitions would be held in the coming season.  This was agreed and would include Cups for all ages including U18s for whom this was the only HHA organised competition of the season.
RM noted that the calendar currently had omitted two dates in early October.  HW questioned whether play was likely at that time, but agreed to move one date forward from April.

e.
Impact on EH vision for the future roadmap

EH AGM date will be announced soon, likely to be mid Sept. (15th) EMW understood that proxies can stand or be changed.  The Proposal will remain as it currently stands, with additional document to clarify the positions outlined previously.
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
RM noted that the Hockey Museum, operated by Mike Smith, was looking for more clubs to provide historical documents if they had them as only a small number of clubs had done so.  EMW commented that he is handing over Hampshire and South League material.  ACTION – Secretary to raise a News Item on the Website with RM as contact.
KJ was pleased to confirm a donation from PP participants, who had decided not to request refunds from AC that had been determined by RW and MH had amounted to £4,000.  This will be split between Elizabeth Foundation and Naomi House and a socially distanced handover will take place in the near future.
AD noted that the kidney donation to his son had been successful.

RW asked if HHA need to provide a Covid officer.  It was thought this would potentially be the case for the O60s.  GT to check if we need one in place to enter the competition or if it can be agreed closer to the time of participation.

RW also asked about the County’s approach to players wishing to “take the knee”. The Chairman observed that this was a personal view, which could become a team’s view and that teams would agree whether to do so between themselves; any Umpire involvement would be discretionary.
RW noted that crowding of an umpire is not permitted and will use all the force entitled to ensure it did not take place and any would be punished accordingly. This has already been communicated to clubs via the EH guidance and any breach would be regarded as umpire abuse.
RW confirmed that Umpires will not be expecting refreshments, and clubs will not be charged for not providing them.

JT asked about appointments for matches not held as League fixtures but as per the previously communicated schedule of fixtures and RW confirmed that HHUA will expect teams to ask for umpires to be appointed if League is not started.

RW enquired finally about the South Hockey fees for 2020-21 as they had not been communicated.  EMW confirmed that there should be no fee from South Hockey Leagues, but due to no AGM having taken place, no formal agreement on SCHA has yet been adopted.

The meeting ended at 9.15pm.

Date Of Next Meeting: Sept 7th
Chairman
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