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HAMPSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

AGM MINUTES 21 MAY 2018
Chaired by Mike Ward (EMW)
Minutes taken by the HHA Secretary, John Thompson (JT).
Prior to the meeting commencing, Richard Macer, Secretary of the Southern Counties Hockey Association congratulated the Chairman on his receipt of the England Hockey Lifetime Achievement award that had been awarded to him at the recent England Hockey Awards evening.

Meeting commenced at 7.35pm and ended at 8.35pm

Brief Welcome from the Chairman –The Chairman mentioned the recent passing of former HHA President John Gawley MBE and Pete Atkins of City of Portsmouth, recipient of an England Hockey Lifetime Achievement award in 2017.  A moment’s reflection was held in their honour.
Attendees: Aldershot and Farnham , Alton, Andover, Basingstoke, Blandford and Sturminster Newton, Bournemouth, City of Portsmouth, Eastleigh Ladies, Eastleigh Men, Fareham, Fleet and Ewshot, Gillingham, Gosport Borough, Hamble, Haslemere, Havant, New Forest, Poole, Romsey, Salisbury, Southampton, Swanage and Wareham, Waterside, Weymouth, Wimborne Wayfarers, Winchester, Yateley.
Also In Attendance: Michael Harvey (HHA President - MH), Frankie Tierney (HHA Vice Chairman - FT), Chris Bond (CDA), Richard Barter (HOL Secretary - RB), Steve Downham (Deputy CDA), Heather Windust (Junior Competitions Administrator - HW) and Richard Macer (SCHA Secretary).

Apologies: Nicki Smith (HWHL Secretary), Gaynor Toms (EH), Nicky Roch (Vice President).
Not In Attendance: Bournemouth University, Chichester*, Hampshire Police*, IBM Nomads*, Isle of Wight, Lavant, Petersfield, Portsmouth and Southsea, Southampton Solent University, Southampton University, Trojans, Tullett Islanders*, United Services, University of Portsmouth, University of Winchester, Woking, West Meon.
* - Apologies tendered.

Constitutional Change: 

The Chairman proposed a constitutional change enabling the AGM to be held in May that was seconded by the Vice Chairman.  This was accepted nem con.
Minutes of 2017 AGM: 

The Minutes were approved without any amendments or comments.

Matters arising: 

None.
Treasurer’s Report, Affiliation and competition fees for season 2018/19:

Written report circulated in advance.  There were no observations.
Adoption of the accounts.

Proposed by Gosport, Seconded by Basingstoke.
Carried nem con
Affiliation and Competition fees, as laid out in the Treasurer’s report.
Proposed by Richard Wood (RW), Seconded by Stephen Downham (SD)
Carried nem con
Appointment of Scrutineer:  

It was proposed that Alan Thorpe be invited to act as Scrutineer of the accounts again for 2018-19.

Proposed by Richard Wood, Seconded by Mike Ward
Carried nem con.
Reports:

EH: There were no comments on the report provided in advance by Gaynor Toms

.
SCHA: There was nothing to report from the South save for the expectation that subs would remain the same.
Knockout Competitions: Written report circulated in advance.

The President (and Knockout secretary) congratulated the participants on surviving Hampshire Day on the hottest May Day Bank Holiday on record and thanked Fleet and Ewshot for successfully hosting Hampshire Day for the third successive year.
He noted that entries would be available on the website soon, following the amendments required to ensure the website meets the General Data Protection Regulation.

He also invited any proposals for changes to the format of the Hampshire Cup and Plate competition quarter and semi-final stages.

Discipline: Written report circulated in advance.  City of Portsmouth denied and refuted the Matchday Misconduct charge made against them and were appealing the South decision, the club also asked for suitable redress if the appeal were upheld.
Player Pathway (PP): 
Full written report and accounts circulated in advance.

There were no comments.

Junior Competitions: 
Written report circulated in advance.

On asking how the role had gone, HW reported that she was generally happy, and that numbers involved in schools’ competitions had increased after a recent decline.
Fareham asked if it was possible to avoid fixture clashes with Player Pathway dates, and HW replied that it was not always possible to do so as that would reduce severely the number of matches for those not involved in PP.  The Chairman observed that he sits on the senior PP committee and was aware of the difficulties associated with arranging fixtures in line with PP dates.
Umpires: Written report circulated in advance.
The Chairman welcomed the HHUA Chairman, Richard Wood (RW).
There were no comments on the report.
Website: RW drew the attention of those present to the changes made to the website in relation to the GDPR.  He asked clubs to enter details on the website as soon as possible so that he can start contacting clubs.  Any club or individual should email him if they have any questions.
He also noted that a new URL had been sent out after the initial one in the note sent was found not to be working correctly.
Eastleigh Ladies asked how new committee members could gain access to the website and RW confirmed this would be the responsibility of the club webmasters who would have that privilege.
Leagues:

Indoor: There was no report as only a semi-official league ran, which is still the only one in the South.  New Forest noted that there was only a very limited number of women’s teams that took part (three), but that holding the games earlier in the evening did help, and that indoor hockey was a good way for youngsters to improve skills.
HWHL: Written report circulated in advance.  There were no comments, but it was noted that discussions were still on-going regarding the affiliation of teams from clubs in Dorset and Wiltshire.  An EGM will be held in June which will also potentially impact the South Women’s Hockey League.
Men’s Seniors (Div 1-4 and above): Written report circulated in advance.  See the South Men’s League Hampshire Area AGM for discussions regarding planned expansion of the EHL.
Men’s Open League (Div 5 onwards): Written report and draft divisional structure circulated in advance.  Aldershot and Farnham and Yateley both commented that regionalisation of the bottom two leagues had had a positive impact.  Gosport noted however that currently only five of the Division 9 South teams were in Hampshire and that this meant a lot of travelling still.  Gillingham also commented that being placed in Division 9 South would make it more difficult for them than being placed in Division 9 North.  RB noted that no final decisions had been made as he was waiting on confirmation of joiners and leavers, and that following a question from Romsey, that this would also include promotion options.
Election of Officers:

President :  Michael Harvey was Proposed as President by the Chairman and Seconded by FT, he was re-elected nem con by the floor.

Chairman:   Mike Ward was Proposed as Chairman by the President and Seconded by FT, he was re-elected nem con by the floor.
The Chairman proposed that the other Officers and members of the Council prepared to continue in post as advised in the calling notice and Agenda of the AGM be elected en bloc.  This was agreed by the floor nem con.
Officers:

Vice Chair:   FT
Treasurer:    RW

Secretary:    JT
Election of Council:

See above – as circulated in advance.  Two non-portfolio posts are not filled.
The Chairman noted that HHUA had appointed Stuart Field as their rep to the Association and as this was a non-elected post it was not covered by the voting above.  The HWHL had also appointed Nicki Smith.  The PP and Junior Competition Administrator posts are both filled by the HHA Council.
Election of Vice Presidents: 

The President had no recommendations for Vice President.
(South League Hampshire Area Annual Meeting :

The Chairman explained that the HHA AGM was a suitable forum where the AGM of the Hampshire area of the South League could be held and covered the items described in his Hampshire Senior Men’s League report as part of it.
The Chairman noted this covered teams down to Division 4 and presented the Division 1 trophy to Aldershot and Farnham.  The final positions in Division 2 are subject to an appeal by Chichester 3s who on two weekends played players who had played in their EHL 1s team.  The appeal is on-going but based on legal grounds and not matters of fact; Petersfield are the other club potentially affected.

The Chairman explained the planned expansion of the EHL and that each regional league would promote four additional teams into the EHL in 2019.  As part of the proposal 2nd XIs would also be able to join the EHL but they must be in the regional leagues to qualify, their first teams must also be in the EHL top two divisions (not the Conferences).  This meant that EHL teams with 2nd XIs currently playing in the London League would have to qualify via the South.  The current plan of record was to form a parallel South Premier Division 2 in which twelve current London League 2nd XIs would compete.  This would come in to being in 2018-19 if discussions can be concluded in time, but the Chairman agreed with Fareham that this was ambitious, but the impact on current South teams would be minimal for next season.  He also noted a letter would be sent to all affected teams in due course.
FT mentioned that the SCWHL would discuss the impact of a similar increase in EHL and its impact on South Women’s clubs at their AGM on Thursday May 22nd but as there is no equivalent London League on the women’s side, the complications would only be internal.  More will be explained at the AGM.
Aldershot & Farnham and Basingstoke asked what the impact would be in future years, and would the lower six London League divisions also be incorporated into the South.  The Chairman commented as each team transferring from the London League would be a South club, there should be no going back, and that discussions to incorporate the other six divisions would be made over time.
The Chairman concluded with the confirmation that a decision should be made by June 30th.)
Club Announcements:

Gosport stated that, subject to confirmation of fees, they would return to St Vincent’s College for the 2018-19 season.
AOB:

None.
The Chairman thanked Basingstoke Hockey Club for hosting the AGM and closed the meeting.
HHUA Hospitality Awards: 

The HHUA chairman announced that Basingstoke men’s 1s and Eastleigh ladies’ 1s had won the HHUA hospitality awards for 2017/18.  The Tate and Boyle award for Umpire Liaison Officer of the Year was awarded to Colin Kimber of Bournemouth HC.
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