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 HHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Romsey Conservative Working Men’s Club

Monday 13th April 2015 @ 7.30pm

Present: The President, Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, John Gawley MBE, Chris Bond, Steve Downham, Nicki Smith, Richard Macer, David Lane, Jason Holcombe and Campbell Williams.
1. APOLOGIES

Koo Janzen, Penny Van Berkel, Sue Keys and Kevin Snewing
2. PERSONALIA

The Chairman noted the passing of Mel ‘Jumbo’ Smith, former CDA for the county and stalwart of Hamble HC.  Those present observed a moment of reflection on being informed of this sad news.
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 9th February 2015
The minutes were approved without amendment.
4. MATTERS ARISING


a
Suggestions for increasing participation in hockey (4c)

A number of options have been brought forward for regionalising the lower Hampshire Open League divisions.  CW agreed to contact Richard Barter, the HOL Secretary designate, to discuss.
ACTION – CW – on-going.


b
Junior account access (4c)

MH has provided information to Barclays and is now awaiting a new PIN entry device.

c
Hospitality report (4f)

It was agreed that it would be put to the HWHL at their AGM to adopt the hospitality report on a trial basis.  Extension of the report to other leagues would be considered after the trial had been concluded.

d
Hampshire Open League fine structure and review of Leagues’ rules (4h)
FT reported on progress and that she would produce a proposal to be agreed on by the Officers of the Association prior to the AGM.  The Chairman noted South League rules should in general dictate the rules to be enforced by sub-ordinate Leagues, however they could be overridden but that this needed to be specified clearly where it was the case.  It was also noted that any change to rules would need to be endorsed at the AGM.
ACTION – FT.


e
Hampshire County Council grant (4j) and Assistance with HHUA grant application (5g)
The Chairman was pleased to report that, two grants had been received.  One for £2500 and one for £2000 for provision of radios for umpires.

f
HHA Council meeting venue (9i)
The Secretary confirmed that the August Council meeting, scheduled for Monday August 10th would not be held at Romsey.MWCC, and that he would contact The Sporting View at Southampton Sports’ Centre to book there for the meeting.
5. CORRESPONDENCE
The Secretary reported that Portsmouth and Southsea HC had appealed against a decision made by the HOL Secretary.  A subset of the Officers of the Association (himself, the President and Vice Chairman), had concluded that there were no grounds for the appeal to reverse the earlier decision.  The Secretary will report this finding to Portsmouth and Southsea HC.
ACTION - Secretary
6. REPORTS
a. Discipline

The Secretary enquired about the period of suspension for item 13 on the CDA’s report.  The CDA responded that the period covered Easter when there were potentially festivals taking place if not re-scheduled matches, and this coupled with the uncertainty behind the offence meant he was happy with the term of the suspension being sufficient.
The CDA also noted that two of the Disrepute offences would have been MMOs in other circumstances.

b. Treasurer

The Treasurer outlined a number of options for funding various items.
i) Administrator

There was a shortfall currently in funding of the Hampshire Administrator and after a short discussion it was felt that Option 1, that involved increasing the contribution from HWHL was preferred.  This was formally proposed by FT and seconded by JH.  Passed nem con.  It was also noted that potentially, an even larger contribution could be required from HWHL in 2016-17.  NS will advise HWHL clubs of this situation.
ii) Cup competitions

The Treasurer also noted that the Men’s Hampshire Cup was being subsidised by other cup competitions due to the format that it now had.  He proposed increasing all Senior cup fees to £36 from £30.  A second option was to increase only the Hampshire Cup fee and leave others unchanged.  FT proposed the first option be adopted, seconded by the Chairman and agreed nem con.
iii) Club and Schools Junior competitions
It was agreed to leave the fees for Club junior competitions unchanged.  

DL noted that more schools were participating in competitions than ever, with an increase in five to twenty one in the previous season.  It was felt that increasing fees for state schools would be counterproductive, and to seek to increase fees only for competitions that acted as South qualifying events as this would target public schools.
Proposed by FT and seconded by the Chairman, agreed nem con.
iv) Hampshire Open League

Currently the HOL contributes more to the Administrator than it receives in benefit and that there was scope to reduce the fees as a consequence.  It was agreed that the fees should be left as they are until the HOL secretary designate had been in role for a season.

Proposed by FT and seconded by the Secretary, agreed nem con.
It was noted that all proposals above would need to be put to the HHA AGM for agreement

c. Junior and Single System

Due to work and other personal commitments, KJ was unable to attend.  It was noted that only the JACs were left to complete for this season, plus the competitions being competed for at Hampshire day.
There was a discussion as to the separation of the Single System and Schools and Youth and possible consequent reorganisation.  There would be discussions with various parties on how this might be progressed.
d. County Administrator  

DL observed that his report covered a number of items that should be covered in other reports.
It was agreed that Schools items, not typically covered elsewhere should be included, but other items should be at his discretion.
e. Leagues - Outdoor
It was noted that Southampton L1s have been relegated from Ladies South 3B into the HWHL but this would not impact planned promotions and relegations.
The League Secretary reported that subject to Woking winning a Regional League play-off on the 25th April, there would be only the minimal one relegation in all divisions downwards and indeed none in Division 1 where Blandford had withdrawn.  Other reductions might follow due to serious actions concerning an illegal player in a team in Division 1.
The President observed that Blandford M2s were showing as having been promoted from HOL Division 7, however this would be in contravention of the ruling that they could not be promoted following the demise of Blandford M1s.

ACTION – Chairman to instruct HOL secretary

The imminent retirement from KS as HOL secretary was also noted.  The Chairman will contact him with regards a suitable means of commemorating his time in post.

ACTION – Chairman to contact HOL secretary

f. Umpires 
JH reiterated HHUA’s thanks to HHA for funding the provision of radios for umpires.
He also noted there would be a rules evening prior to the HHUA AGM.

g. EH & South

1. EH :  
The Chairman reported the retirement of the EH Chief Executive, Philip Kimberley, whose replacement had yet to be determined.
He also noted that EH were about to conduct a review of English Hockey and that the current focus was on promoting Back2Hockey for men.  Lucy Rowe has a target of increasing club membership (in all areas) by 625.

Demand for tickets for the European Championships to be held in August is such that they have sold out, and as a result, the capacity of the Lee Valley Hockey Centre will be increased.  Further tickets will go on sale for these new seats on May 1st.
2. South :  
The Chairman noted that the current rule that all junior keepers should be fully kitted at U11 and older was re-ratified.  Those present considered this rule not to be in the best interest of younger players and asked for it to be challenged at the next opportunity.  The Chairman stated this would at the next South AGM and he would circulate the current position for the Committee to consider in order for the county to instruct him on ours.
ACTION – Chairman to circulate wording of South rule.
h. Cups/Tournaments/Hampshire Day

MH reported on the current status of the various competitions and concluded that all was progressing well but for a small number of hiccups.
One of these related to an U16 boys semi-final result that had not been posted.  RM observed that this was likely to be due to JAC matches taking place last weekend that meant the match was likely to have been postponed.

A second related to the apparent loss of the U16 girls trophy, currently in the possession of Trojans HC.  CW agreed to enquire as to its whereabouts.

ACTION – CW
Finally, he noted that Salisbury girls were competing for the U14 girls final, but under a previous ruling should not actually have been permitted to take part in the competition as Salisbury women were not affiliated to HHA (unlike their male counterparts who were).

ACTION – MH to advise DL on eligibility to entry of Hampshire junior club competitions for 2015-16 season.  [Secretary’s note: - entry for such competitions is due by April 25th]
CB enquired as to the number of TDs in place for the Quarter and Semi-finals of the Hampshire Cup and Plate scheduled to take place on April 18th.  MH confirmed there were four.  FT offered to assist during the afternoon.

MH confirmed that the Hampshire Cup group stage would take place on September 19th (week 3).

He also confirmed that the order of play for Hampshire day would be distributed following the Hampshire Cup quarter and semi-finals.
i. Website. 
Nothing to report.
7. PROPOSED RULE CHANGES 

Following consultation with interested parties, EH had agreed to adopt the proposed FIH rule changes en masse (save for considerations of junior, small sided games).

There will be rules evenings at the end of April or early May and a further one in the last week of August to brief umpires on the revised rules.

8. COMMITTEE DINNER 
Despite a conflicting South meeting it was confirmed that the Committee Dinner would be held on Monday 11th May at Bertie’s in Romsey.  The Chairman will circulate menu options.
ACTION – Chairman
Post Meeting Note: Subsequent occurring factors may now affect this date.
9. 2015 AGM
All present confirmed their willingness to stand for the 2015-16 season.  The date and venue of the AGM were reconfirmed as Wednesday 24th June at Fareham HC.  It was agreed that a finger buffet would be suitable refreshment.
10. Engagement of the hokey community via Social Media
In the absence of PvB this item was deferred until the next Council meeting in August.
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

JH noted that Sussex HUA had agreed to appoint to Chichester 3s home games following their promotion to Hampshire Division 1.  

DL noted that the first outdoor Hockey 5s competition had taken place at Brockenhurst College and the standard of play had been very high.  He advised those present that there would be a Hockey 5s World Cup next year.
SD asked whether the Hampshire Cup competitions would be decided by ‘shuffles’ and not ‘strokes’ if matches ended in a draw.  DL stated that only European qualifying competitions could be concluded using shuffles and consequently our cups would be decided by strokes.

CW reminded those present that KJ had been voted Sport Hampshire and Isle of Wight volunteer of the year last year, and he was delighted to inform everyone that Trojans had been voted Club of the Year this year.  He also reported that Brian Tubb, who had featured in the victorious England Over 70s World Cup team, was Masters Sportsperson of the Year.
The meeting concluded at 9.30pm.
Date of next Council meeting is Monday 10th August 2015, provisionally at The Sporting View.  The AGM will take place, as noted above, on Wednesday 24th June 2015 at Fareham HC.
Chairman
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