HAMPSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

KNOCKOUT CUP COMPETITION RULES
(Adopted 22 June 2009)

1
General

1.1
The competitions covered by these Rules are:


Mens 1st XI Cup


Mens 1st XI Plate 


Mens Open Cup


Mens Open Trophy


Ladies Cup


Ladies Trophy

1.2
All matches shall be played under the Rules of Hockey in force at the time, except as provided in these rules.

1.3
The Code of Ethics and Behaviour of England Hockey shall be applied at all matches.

2
Management

2.1
The cup competitions shall be managed by the Knockout Secretary (‘the Secretary’), who has responsibility for ensuring the smooth running of the competitions and making decisions arising from the application of these rules or otherwise affecting the progress of the competitions.

2.2
The competition trophies shall remain the property of HHA, and if presented must be returned to the Secretary by Easter of the following season. Any damage or loss to this property while in the keeping of a club shall be the liability of that club. 

3
Eligibility
3.1
The competitions shall be open to teams of the relevant gender from any Hampshire HA Affiliated Club as follows:

3.1.1
The Mens 1st XI Cup and Plate are open to the 1st XIs of all clubs 
3.1.2
The Mens Open Cup is open to all non-1st XI teams playing in the Hampshire Area Divisions (divisions 1 to 4) and higher of the South Hockey League.

3.1.3
The Mens Open Trophy is open to all teams playing in the Hampshire Open League (divisions 5 to 10).

3.1.4
The Ladies Cup is open to all ladies teams playing in the England Hockey League, South Womens League and Hampshire League Division 1.

3.1.5
The Ladies Trophy is open to all teams playing in Hampshire League Divisions 2 to 6.

3.2
No team shall participate in more than one County Cup competition in any one season. Thus a team eligible to participate in both the Mens Cup and the Mens Open Trophy may choose which competition to enter.

3.3
Entry shall be by completion and return to the Secretary of the competition entry form, together with payment of the relevant entry fee by the due date set by the County Treasurer. 

3.4
Players:

3.4.1
must be bona fide members of their club.

3.4.2
who have played for another club in an outdoor League match during the same season shall only be eligible if they have genuinely changed clubs during this period and severed all links with their previous club.

3.4.3
who have changed clubs during a season and have played for their new club in an outdoor League match may not play for their previous club.

3.5
A 2nd XI or lower team participating in any competition shall mean the 2nd or lower strongest team available on any given match day assuming that the strongest teams above them within any club have already been selected, whether or not such teams have fixtures. Any club side normally selected for League matches on specific criteria shall be similarly selected for participation in cup matches.

4
Format of competitions

4.1
The Secretary shall make the draw for the first round of each competition, which shall determine the format for subsequent rounds. Seeding shall be applied, such that teams playing in the England Hockey League, the Premier Divisions of the South Hockey League and in the South Womens League shall not meet in the first round of their respective cups. The first named team shall be the home team. 

4.2
Teams losing their first match in the Mens 1st XI Cup shall be entered in the Mens 1st XI Plate.

4.3
Venues for subsequent rounds shall be as shown by the draw.

4.4
Matches in each round shall be played on the dates set by the Secretary, or earlier if arranged with and approved by him. Matches may only be played later than the due date by reason of weather postponement on the due date, the slip date being the earliest available date which in the case of a semi-final shall be no later than 14 days prior to the due date for the final.
4.5
The final of each competition shall be played at Hampshire Day (normally the first Bank Holiday Monday in May).

5
Matches

5.1
Matches shall be arranged so that they can finish in daylight. Should, exceptionally, a match have to be played under floodlights, the venue must have a current floodlighting certificate issued by HHUA.

5.2
A team must have a minimum of 7 players on the pitch for the match to commence.

5.3
The home team shall provide an adequate supply of suitable hockey balls.

5.4
In the event of a colour clash, the away team shall change shirts.

5.5
Players shall wear different numbered shirts.

5.6
All matches shall be played on artificial turf pitches conforming to England Hockey requirements. If pitch facilities are inadequate, the umpires may direct that the match be postponed or the venue changed.

5.7
If scores are level at the end of full time, the winner shall be determined by a barrage of 5 penalty strokes for each team, followed if necessary by ‘sudden death’ penalty strokes. For this purpose FIH Tournament Regulations apply.

5.8
A match may only be abandoned once it has started by the unanimous decision of both umpires, and the captains of both teams shall be deemed to have transferred their powers in this respect to the umpires jointly. The umpires are requested to advise the captains and the Secretary of the reason for their decision. The Secretary shall have the power to award the game to either team, or require a replay.

6
Umpires

6.1
For matches involving a team to which HHUA normally appoint, the home team shall apply to the relevant HHUA appointments secretary for 2 umpires at least 10 days before the match. 

6.2
For other matches, and for matches covered by 6.1 above where appointed umpires are not available, each team shall provide an umpire who shall be at least on the active EH Level One register and insured.

6.3
If an appointed umpire fails to arrive, the captains should agree a replacement. If agreement cannot be reached, the home team must nominate a player to umpire and the away team must also withdraw a player. Both players may rejoin the game if the appointed umpire arrives.

7
Communication

7.1
Each participating club shall nominate a liaison officer through whom all administrative communication with the Secretary shall be made.

7.2
Draws, results and other pertinent details will be communicated by e-mail, and will be posted on the County website.

7.3
Both teams shall notify the result of each match to the Secretary on the day of the match. Posting of the result on the County website by either team by 2359 hrs on the day of the match shall be deemed to be compliance with this Rule.
8
Cancelled or unfulfilled matches

8.1
If any arranged weekend match is cancelled by the away team later than 2100 on the preceding Monday, such team shall be liable to reimburse the home team for any pitch costs which it necessarily incurs.

8.2
Rule 8.1 also applies to any midweek match but with a notification deadline of 2100 5 days before the scheduled match.

8.3
Any team failing to arrive without notice for any arranged game shall be liable to reimburse the other team for any pitch and other relevant costs (such as travelling and teas) which it necessarily incurs.

8.4
The offending team in any such cancelled or unfulfilled match shall be deemed the loser.

9
Breach of rules

9.1
The Secretary may impose suitable penalties for breach of these rules.

9.2
The Secretary may impose fines on teams for breaches of rule 7.3.
9.3
The Secretary shall act on all matters not covered by the rules.

9.4
There shall be a right of appeal to HHA Council against any such decision of the Secretary within 14 days of notification of such decision and upon deposit of £100, which may be returned in whole or in part at the discretion of the Council.

