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	HAMPSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

President : R Glanfield




                         From the County Discipline Administrator: Chris Bond

REPORT OF CDA TO HHA ( 22.6.09) & HHUA (9.6.09) AGMs

(last season's figures in brackets)

This season there have been 10 (9) red cards awarded to Hampshire players, and 1 (2) M.M.O.:-

6+1(4+2) for misconduct/dissent/umpire abuse.

2(1) for attempted/threatening violence to another player.

1(3) for using physical violence to a player.

0(0) for attempted/threatening violence to an umpire.

1(1) for using physical violence to an umpire.

Of the 10 red cards, 3 (3) were given by HHUA members, 5 (5) by club umpires, 1 by a visiting Level 1 umpire (Islanders Tournament), and 1 (1) by a NPUA Level umpire. 0 (0) red cards occurred during Indoor hockey. The one M.M.O. was reported by an HHUA member. 

In two matches 2 red cards were issued to two players in the same team - Tadley 1 and Andover Vets being the teams concerned. Aldershot & Farnham received 1 red card & the one M.M.O. The other Clubs to have players red-carded were Sabha, Alton, Trojans & Fareham.  

This was the first season under the new EH Red Card & Matchday Misconduct Offence Regulations 2008 & the separate EH Disrepute Offence Regulations 2008, both of which replaced the former EH Code of Discipline 2006. The main new features of the Red Card & MMO Regs. were the reduction in the number of offence categories - from 7 to 3 - and the corresponding reductions in some mandatory minimum suspensions.

This season's total of 11 offences equals last year's, and but for the late offence at the Islanders tournament would have been the lowest in Hampshire for the past 5 seasons. For once Hampshire is not the worst County in the South. Middlesex with 18 incidents, and Sussex with 12, led the field. Kent were behind us with 9.

Once again the figures for violent conduct give cause for concern - the penalties imposed reflect the seriousness with which both The County, and increasingly Clubs themselves, are viewing such offences. 

Notwithstanding the EH mandatory minimum suspension for Category a) offences "where physical violence is not used, attempted and threatened" being only 16 days suspension, The County will continue with its policy that "the penalty for 'umpire abuse' is unlikely to be less than 30 days suspension". This was ratified by an AGM and is supported by The South.

No 'disrepute offences' were reported for the fourth consecutive year, and for the second consecutive year no appeal was made to The South against a penalty imposed by this Association.
At the time of writing 1 player remains suspended, and another 1 will re-commence a 'split' suspension at the beginning of next season. Although it is the responsibility of any suspended player to notify that suspension to any other club for which he/she might also play, e.g. university or Services players who play for a club & their university or unit team, or any player who transfers clubs whilst suspended (EH Red Card & MMO Regs. 2008 Reg.5.11), Club Secretaries and CDOs are still advised to check the Discipline Report on the HHA/HHUA website regularly, and especially when registering new members.

The advice document I circulated at the beginning of the season to umpires in Hampshire via HHUA & CDOs regarding how to complete and submit Red Card & MMO Report Forms is also on the EH website (minus the Hampshire-specific items). I do urge all umpires, of whatever standard, to read and/or download this document and then use it as an aide-memoire if/when the need arises. 

My special thanks go to my Deputy, Ginette Tessier, and thanks go also to HHA Chairman for his advice & guidance throughout the season. I also thank the CDOs of those clubs with which we have had dealings during the season.

I would greatly appreciate it if any club changing its CDO before next season's start notifies me and Ginette of such change directly, as well as posting it on the club page on the website. 

Chris Bond

Amended 9.6.09
